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Planting Their Future 

To paraphrase Frances Xavier, Jesuit missionary to India, “Give Project Island Song students for a day and we 

will show you the planters of the future!” 

After a couple of false starts due to poor weather, fifty students from five Bay of Islands schools: Russell, 

Opua, Paihia, Riverview Primaries and Kerikeri High School took a day off school in June and had lessons of a 

different kind.  

Starting at Paihia with a comprehensive biosecurity check of their bags, lunches, tools and footwear, students 

from  nine to 16 years of age boarded an ExploreNZ vessel bound for Russell to pick up more students, then 

on to Otehei Bay, Uruukapuka Island. Once on board their floating classroom Helen Ough Dealy (DOC     

biosecurity advocacy ranger) brought them up-to-date with Project Island Song and Ipipiri’s pest-free islands.  

For many of these student this was their first time out on the water let alone out amongst the islands.  Helen 

says, “By the time they disembarked at Otehei Bay they were practically fizzing with excitement!” 

A brief introduction to pest control and traps used on the islands and a health and safety briefing at Otehei 

Bay, a brisk scramble up and over the hill to Ihumatea Bay, followed by a practical demonstration on how to 

plant a tree and use a spade safely meant the day’s planting could begin. In less than 90 minutes over 250 native 

trees were planted. 

Restoration planting co-ordinator Rod Brown says, “The children were really keen and soon got the hang of 

planting, finished early and had time for a swim!" 

Thanks to ExploreNZ for the generous donation of their vessel, to skipper Dave Rivington Contd. Page 2 

Russell School pupils planting at Ihumatea Bay, Urupukapuka Island. Photo: William Fuller.  
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Tena koutou katoa  

We can now celebrate 15 months of the islands being completely free of pests. A fantastic effort from all concerned – 
DOC, the dog teams, Project Island Song volunteers, trappers from Te Rawhiti, mainland pest control, tourist operators 
and the community.  

Now well underway with the restoration, we have another great planting season completed, our island weedbusters    
making some real progress on mothplant, more species translocations planned and we’re gearing up for summer          
volunteer activities around advocacy and events. 

Project resourcing and funding. We have been very fortunate to receive grants from Lotteries World War One Com-
memorations, Environment and Heritage and ASB Community Trust. We are hoping (fingers crossed) to hear shortly 
from the Air New Zealand Environment Trust and their subsidiary, Kids Restore New Zealand. Our application will 
compliment the other grants and  provide surety over three years to implement our        restoration plans, education pro-
gramme and run our volunteer programme, Friends of Project Island Song.  

New banners, display flags and signs, thanks to Pub Charities and Trillian Trust, look fantastic. We have also received 
a grant from the Sargood Bequest and continue to have the long-term commitment and support from ExploreNZ and 
Fullers GreatSights.  

Funding pest control an ongoing challenge. The DOC Biodiversity Condition Fund has allowed us to do our bit for 
mainland pest control – which is a truly collaborative effort by the eastern Bay of Islands community, agencies, other 
community groups and individual landowners. We look to innovative ideas to make sure this continues into the future – 
as without pest control there is no Project Island Song. Shortly we will be launching a campaign asking people to think 
beyond their own properties and lifetimes, of their children and grandchildren – as this is a project for future generations. 
On that note, children are our best advocates and we are thrilled with the level of engagement of young families, schools 
and other youth groups.  

Volunteer flotilla. We are keen to hear from any boaties who are happy to provide transport to the islands for 4 – 6   
people for weekly Wednesday weedbusting. It’s a great excuse for a midweek fishing trip while helping the environment! 
We hope the flotilla idea could develop into larger scale activity/fun days. Please contact me if you are keen to help out.  

There’s always something to do. Let me know if you have admin skills, boats, bird surveying skills, a love of weeding. 
We’ll take it all! 

 Nga mihi nui         

Fleur         Feedback to: chair@projectislandsong.co.nz  

Restoration Round-up—Fleur Corbett (Chair) 

Page 2   

Bringing back the birdsong—note by note  

Looking out over Ihumatea 
Bay, Urupukapuka   
Island; sprayed  planting 
spots on right.                      
Photo: William Fuller.  

Contd from Page 1 donating their time, to the Project Island Song volunteers who came along to support the  

islands’ future but most of all to the school staff and parents for making sure their kids had this amazing     

experience. Russell School’s Principal William Fuller says,  “I hope it will be the first of many.” 
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“Project Island Song—Best conservation project on the planet!” 
      

1 Year Trap Sponsorship - Help Keep the Islands Pest-free 

Sponsor a rat trap on the mainland for twelve months and be part of the best conservation project on the  
planet! Your trap will help keep rats from getting to the islands. Your trap  sponsorship certificate will be 
emailed to you with the trap’s GPS co-ordinates. Quarterly trap catch updates will be listed on the Project Is-
land Song  website www.project islandsong.co.nz. 

       Trap sponsorship: $20                        Donation: $........................ 

NAME:                …………………………………………………………………………………………………  

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

PAYMENT METHOD: Cash/Cheque  P O Box 367 Paihia or Direct Credit to: BNZ  A/c 020386 0008856 0-02 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

. 

This year 4000 plants were planted on Urupukapuka and Moturua Islands, the most plants we have ever managed to get 

in the ground and a really effective way of speeding up the restoration of the island habitats. So far, including       

Waewaetorea, more than 19000 plants from 79 different native species have been planted on the islands of Iripiri. 

This year’s four island plantings was pretty full on. Early planting, while it was still warm, accompanied by plentiful rain, 

but never on our plant transport or planting days, equals very happy plants pleased to get out of their bags. We had the 

terrific public support of 110 planters for Ihumatea Bay, Urupukapuka (as well as a waiting list!). Fullers GreatSights 

again kindly provided the extremely comfortable transport to Otehei Bay.  

This year we also had the first dedicated school planting day at Ihumatea Bay, Urupukauka Island with five Bay of Islands 

primary and secondary schools taking part.  Fifty people participated and everyone was transported in comfort by      

ExploreNZ to Otehei Bay. We very much appreciate having such willing support from these two large tourist companies. 

We did two types of planting again this year.  At Ihumatea Bay large numbers of mostly hardy pioneer species were  

planted in ex-pasture (kikiyu) in the open in full sun.  In the sheltered valleys at Entico Bay, Urupukapuka and      

Frenchmans Bay on Moturua we did enhancement planting with: titoki, puriri, tararire, pigeonwood, karaka, kohekohe, 

miro, kahikatea, rimu and kauri in order to speed up the growth of a lowland podocarp/broadleaf forest with species 

absent or nearly so throughout Ipipiri.  

“It’s been a great planting year!” by Rod Brown 

Photos from left: Plants grown by Kerikeri Shadehouse Volunteers arrive on the DOC barge, Rawhiti. Four-wheel drive quad, and DOC rangers and 

volunteers make a great team bringing all the plants to the planting area the day before. Spraying out the kikuyu by keen volunteers a couple of months before 

also made    planting on the day easier. Photos: Rod Brown.  



 

4 

Okahu 

There is a building is marked on the NZ Topographical 

map Q05 in the southern part 

of the central valley near the 

beach. Although there are no 

longer any signs of the original      

building, the small fig tree at the 

centre of the beach, almost 

overwhelmed with kikuyu, is 

likely to have been  associated 

with it. 

Poroporo 

A bach site at the southern end 
of Porooro Island still supports  
numerous garden relicts       
i n c l u d i n g :  a g a p a n t h u s 
(Agapanthus praecox), bamboo, 
camellia (Camellia sasanqua and              
C. japonica), century plant  
(Agave americana) ,  coastal     
banksia (Banksia integrifolia), 
fairy crassula (Crassula  multi-
cava), giant reed,  grape vine (Vitis vinifera), ivy (Hedera helix), 
jasmine (Jasminum polyanthum), montbretia (Crocosmia x crocos-
miiflora),  oleander, red-hot poker (Kniphofia uvaria), spider 
plant (Chlorophytum comosum) and yucca (Yucca sp.). Milkweed 
(Euphorbia peplus) and fumitory (Fumaria muralis) have also 
been recorded as garden weeds. Variegated shell ginger 
(Alpinia zerumpet “Variegata”) was collected in 1980, but  
appears to have died out subsequently. Project Island 
Weedbusters have poisoned the jasmine and a start has 
been made on removing the ivy. 

Weed menaces 

Potentially the worst weeds in the old gardens of the       

islands of the eastern Bay are the three climbers: grape, ivy 

and jasmine. These tenacious plants will eventually smother 

tall vegetation and shade out the shrub and ground        

vegetation. All three are distributed 

by birds, so are likely to be spread 

throughout the islands. 

Unless removed in time, tree privet 

will replace the native tree canopy. 

It is the only bird-distributed weed 

tree present on the islands, and, as 

yet, does not appear to have seeded. 

These trees should be removed     

before the birds bring a mate across 

from the mainland. Coastal banksia 

seed is spread by the wind and any 

plants on the islands need to be    

removed before it too starts to 

spread. 

A number of weedy plants (e.g.     

agapanthus ,  century p lant ,          

elephant’s ear, fairy crassula, giant 

reed, montbretia, periwinkle, red-

hot poker and spider plant) form thick layers of leaves, rhi-

zomes, roots or corms that slow down and in some cases 

can stop native plants growing. Agapanthus seeds spread by 

wind; elephant’s ear, red-hot poker and spider plant by 

birds; century plant and montbretia float to new homes by 

water; century plant and fairy crassula spread easily from 

fragments; giant reed by rhizomes and periwinkle and    

spider plant spread by trailing stems. 

How can you help? 

These weeds need to be dealt with before they spread any 
further. Join Project Island Song Weedbusters. Contact 
volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz for information. 

More of  the Bay’s Abandoned Gardens by Barbara Parris 

Jasmine can be a major problem if left              
unchecked. Photo: Barbara Parris. 

Tuesday 23rd July Anchored off Otupoho Bay on Moturua Island. Lovely morning! Dinghied ashore 11.30am. Sign 
good. We carried on walking to Mangahawea Bay. The sign that we put up there some time ago is still good but getting 
faded. It could be due for replacement soon. Walked over to Army Bay. Both signs still very good. While we were by the 
second sign met Paul a DOC Ranger from Wellington who said he had only been working in the Bay for eight 
months.  He also said he had dug in our sign in at Otupoho Bay which had obviously helped.  Back to the boat by 5pm.  
 

Wednesday 24th July 11am. Dinghied around to Ake Ake in the rain! Very bad planning!  Swelly on the beach but man-
aged to land without falling in! Went back to Mid Indico. I replaced this PIS sign with a new sign and backing board. 
While I was doing that Helen walked to the Hide. She saw lots of fantails but no pateke. Dinghied over to Paradise Bay 
and replaced the sign which had bent in two. Again put up new sign with backing board. Our dinghy was rapidly filling 
up with old signs! 
 

Thursday 25th July Anchored off Poroporo Island. Dinghied to Cable Bay. Greeted by 60 plus sheep, several pregnant 
and some with lambs. Saw four dotterels on the beach. 1.15pm Back on boat. Motored round to Urupukapuka Bay. 
Reanchored. Went ashore after lunch for an hour or so. Both project signs still good.  
 

Friday 26th July Left Urupukapuka Bay at ten thirty. Motored past Paramena Reef saw several orcas. Pretty good view 
without having to deviate from our course at all.  
 

Out Checking Signs in the Bay Again by Malcolm Shaft 
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How You Can Help... 

Project Island Song—helping the islands of  Ipipiri sing again 

Project Island Song is a partnership between the Guardians of the Bay of Islands Incorporated (a voluntary      

community group), Rawhiti hapu Ngati Kuta and Patukeha, as kaitiaki, and the Department of Conservation 

(DOC).  

The aim of Project Island Song is to restore ecological balance to a group of islands in the Bay of Islands,  known 

as Ipipiri. For many years there has been growing concern about the decline in islands’ biodiversity. Now, there is 

an opportunity for people to restore them by combining  energies, talents and cultures.  

Project Island Song Partner Contacts: Guardians—Fleur Corbett chair@projectislandsong.co.nz; Hapu—Blandy    

Witehira blandyw@hotmail.com ; DOC—Adrian Walker awalker@doc.govt.nz  

Winter 2013   Island Twitter  

 Join the Project island Song Weedbusters and deal to 

those weeds! Contact: Barbara Parris on               

barbara2parris@gmail.com 

 Project Island Song is now on Facebook so join up 

as a Friend and keep in touch. Go to: 

http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/groups/126

512724042513/  

 Get yourself onto the volunteer list and go out and 

enjoy the pest-free islands with a bit of not-so-heavy 

labour thrown in as well.                                     

Contact: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Learn more about the project by going on-line to 

www.projectislandsong.co.nz or sending an email to: 

info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Cut out the rat trap sponsorship form in this      

newsletter and get rid of rats on the mainland.                                                   

E-mail: adriana.rogowski@yahoo.co.nz 

 Join up—your membership of the Guardians of the 

Bay of Islands will help keep these islands pest-free. 

E-mail treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Get involved with events and exhibitions— send an 

e-mail to: info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Become a summertime roving volunteer, walking the   

islands and talking to visitors about the project.        

E-mail: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Give a tax deductible donation to the Guardians of 

the Bay of Islands Incorporated— you will be help-

ing to bring endangered birds back to the islands! 

Contact: treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 When you visit the islands of the eastern Bay of Is-

lands—STOP, CHECK (for pests) then GO ( & 

have fun!) 

Guardians of  the Bay Contacts 

Chair  Fleur Corbett     

  chair@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Treasurer Shirley Meloni     

  treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Volunteers Fleur Corbett    

  volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Newsletter Helen Ough Dealy   

  newsletter@projectislandsong.co.nz 

Watch and Listen Out For  

Sept 12  Open Day at DOC office in Kerikeri. Project  

 Island Song display. 10am—2pm. 

Oct 20 Guardians of the Bay of Islands AGM,  

 Scenic Hotel Paihia. 

Project Island Song is also protected by mainland pest   

control: Projects Strip and Points. John Booth (Eastern Bay 

of Islands Preservation Society) coordinates the pest      

control efforts of landowners, managers, community     

conservation groups, and government agencies along the 

eastern Bay of Islands resulting in improved natural        

biodiversity. More info? Contact boothy3@yahoo.co.nz   

Project Island Song is Not Alone 
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Thank you for supporting these companies and organisations  
that support Project Island Song 

Winter 2013   Island Twitter  

Kerikeri Shadehouse    

Volunteers 


