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Restoration—more than just putting plants in the ground and walking away 

Many people visiting Urupukapuka and the other islands of Ipipiri might think that the grass-covered slopes would make 

ideal replanting areas. However, Rod Brown and his spraying team know how hard the invasive grass—kikuyu make any 

restoration work. Every autumn red and blue dyed spots of herbicide appear on the islands’ hillsides, knocking the kikuyu 

back enough to be able to plant natives in what will eventually become tomorrow’s coastal forest. But one spray is never 

enough, Rod and his team have to return to the planted areas for at least the next five years to release spray the native 

plantings from the strangling kikuyu. Fortunately,  once the natives grow tall enough they will shade out the kikuyu until 

eventually spraying is no longer needed. 

2012 plants after release spraying . Telltale red and blue spots mark 

where this year’s plants will go. Photo: Theresa Vujcich. 

Ihumatea Valley. 2012 plants visible on left, 2013 plants on right. Photo: 

Theresa Vujcich. 

Rod Brown release spraying. Photo: Theresa Vujcich. 

A small comprosma struggling fr survival with the invasive grass—kikuyu. 

Photo: Theresa Vujcich. 
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Tena koutou katoa  

We’ve had a busy start to 2014 helped by a generous grant from the Air New Zealand Environment  Trust (ANZET) and 
its subsidiary, Kids Restore New Zealand. This has meant progress for our translocations; plans are well underway now to  
supplement the North Island robin population on Moturua Island. In late February, Te Rawhiti hapu led a hikoi to    
Pureora to engage with Rereahu iwi, who will hand over the birds to their new island home. It was a privilege to be 
among such a majestic forest teeming with birds. The 78,000 ha Pureora Forest Park is one of the largest tracts of native 
broadleaf podocarp forest left in the North Island. A 1080 programme, as part of the Animal Health Board TB control, 
also makes a big difference to bird populations and forest health. 

Funding for Kids Restore Project Island Song has allowed us to build upon the Floating Classroom programme piloted 
last year. Sponsored by Explore Group, this programme includes pre– and post– sessions around field-based learning, 
incorporated with planting days and biosecurity themes as part of the wider restoration project. 

Funding from Lotteries Environment and Heritage World War I Commemorations, ASB Community Trust and DOC 
Biodiversity Condition Funds are all contributing to the success of Project Island Song and more exciting new funding 
opportunities are on the horizon. Project Coordinator Richard Robbins is focussing on translocations, strategic planning 
and our future sustainability.  

I would like to introduce our new Volunteer Coordinator, Theresa Vujcich. Theresa is working alongside DOC           
Partnerships Ranger Helen Ough Dealy, initially on education initiatives, and is reviewing our Health and Safety, a part of 
the Volunteer Programme development. 

A number of exciting training and skills development opportunities have recently arisen including a five-day training 
course in kiwi handling at Ponui Isand in the Hauraki Gulf. The Project Island Song partners would like to thank Massey 
University’s Dr. Isabel Castro for providing this opportunity for Te Rawhiti’s rangatahi. These are skills that can be built 
upon, broadened and used in their role as kaitiaki. 

After 20 months totally pest-free, we have been kept on our toes by recent incursion reports, from possible to direct 
sightings, to dogs indicating rodents presence, a rat caught in a trap and the latest—rat footprints seen on Motuarohia 
Island. We know that this will be an ongoing issue for Project Island Song and must be confident that our surveillance 
systems are working. All have been tested this summer. 

We now look forward to our planting season—and to seeing you there! 

 Nga mihi nui Fleur       Feedback to: chair@projectislandsong.co.nz  

Restoration Round-up—Fleur Corbett (Chair) 
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Bringing back the birdsong—note by note  

Also known as the New Zealand hydrangea, to which it is not 

related, this plant grows in damp shady spots to about 1 metre 

high. It has pale-blue flowers and large purple berries. You 

probably haven’t come across it as it is on the New Zealand list 

of threatened species due to possum browsing. Fortunately 

possums have not been one of the pet problems for Project 

Island Song and koru has been found growing naturally in one 

place on Moturua Island.  Thanks must go to the Kerikeri 

Shadehouse Volunteers for propagating this rare plant and  

Project Island Song volunteers for planting 50 koru at Entico 

Bay on Urupukapuka and Moturua Islands. Barbara Parris  that 

“Koro belongs to the Lobelia  family. On Moturua it is       

scattered through the Waipao catchment and along the track 

between Home (Otupoho) and Army Bays. Koru was collected 

five years ago in the south stream catchment, Entico Bay, Urupukapuka. Anthea Goodwin told me that some koru was 

planted behind Entico Bay in about 1958 and this may be the same plant that was collected.” 

 

Colensoa physaloides (Koru) 
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“Project Island Song—Best conservation project on the planet!” 
      

Project Island Song Urupukapuka Fun Day 

There were lots of happy campers at the inaugural Project Island Song Urupukapuka Fun Day this summer.  

Held at the height of the camping season in early January, children and adults alike (little and big kids)         

participated in a duathlon, sandcastle competition, scavenger hunt, sack races, the mandatory tug o’ war,     

sausage sizzle and lolly scramble. The day was coordinated by the Guardians with the help of DOC staff and 

Tike the predator dog.  

The Fun Day was a great success, helping to raise the profile of Project Island Song and awareness of the    

importance of biosecurity with campers who bring a lot of gear to these pest-free islands. 

This year’s winner of the duathalon. He was going so fast we didn’t get his 
name! Photo: Fleur Corbett.  

Pre-race briefing. Photo: Fleur Corbett.  

Pureora Hikoi 

In late February, the Project Island Song partners 

(Guardians, Ngati Kuta and Patukeha hapu with the 

help of DOC) led a hikoi to the Pureroa Forest in the 

heart of the King Country. The visit was to meet with 

Rereahu iwi to discuss our application to translocate up 

to 50 North Island robin from Pureora to Moturua  

Islandi. The group was welcomed by Rereahu iwi to the 

Te Hape marae, then shown their Visitor Centre and 

accommodation at ‘Pa Harakeke’, taken on field trips to 

the forest and there was also time for korero on the 

translocation. The visit enabled Rawhiti hapu to see for 

themelves a forest where 1080 is periodically used for 

pest control. The 78,000 ha Pureora Forest Park is 

teeming with birds. In return, Rereahu were very      

interested to see the success of the Project Island Song 

partnership. They are planning to visit Ipipiri this Anzac 

weekend.  

 

Blandy Witehira (left) and Rana Rewha (centre) from Te Rawhiti on one of the 

forest walks accompanied by people from the Rereahu iwi.  Photo: F. Corbett. 
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“Project Island Song—Best conservation project on the planet!” 
      

1 Year Trap Sponsorship - Help Keep the Islands Pest-free 

Sponsor a rat trap on the mainland for twelve months and be part of the best conservation project on the  
planet! Your trap will help keep rats from getting to the islands. Your trap  sponsorship certificate will be 
emailed to you with the trap’s GPS co-ordinates. Quarterly trap catch updates will be listed on the Project    
Island Song  website www.project islandsong.co.nz. 

       Trap sponsorship: $25                        Donation: $........................ 

NAME:                …………………………………………………………………………………………………  

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

PAYMENT METHOD: Cash/Cheque  P O Box 367 Paihia or Direct Credit to: BNZ  A/c 020386 0008856 002 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Kohekohe and Moturua Island by Rod Brown 

Kohekohe is of tropical origin related to the mahogany family and is one of our most attractive trees. It is the dominant 
tree in the remnant coastal forest at Tiritiri Matangi and has a large fruit about 2.5 cm in diameter which, unusually for 
New Zealand, grows directly from its trunk or thick branches (cauliflore). 

On left: kohekohe fruit. On right: Tui eating kohekohe fruit. Photos: Nga Manu Images.  

Since DOC cut tracks on Moturua to locate a mouse invader several years ago, we have located a few dispersed young 
kohekohe. The seed source will be from three or four very old kohekohe, some with a diameter of half a metre, on a 
nearby cliff face on the south-western headland between Wairaka and Waipao Bays. The isolation and inaccessibility of 
these trees has probably protected them from fire and development for perhaps several hundred years. The distribution 
of their seedlings has been a bit of a mystery. Without   kukupa to disperse the kohekohe fruit, which is very large, it may 
be that the two or three smaller (though still large seeds) may have been distributed by tui.  

These old large kohekohe provide the most graphic evidence of what the elimination of rats five years ago has achieved. 
The ground beneath them has erupted into a carpet of kohekohe seedlings. Kohekohe seedlings, let alone a carpet, are 
now uncommon in New Zealand bush. Kohekohe fruit are a favourite food of rats and especially possums, making    
kohekohe in its wild state an unusual sight . The islands of Ipipiri have never had possums and now, with an uneaten 
seed source and an explosion of tui numbers which we are witnessing since rat elimination, we can expect wider          
distribution of kohekohe to other islands. In the meantime, to accelerate natural regeneration, we have planted about 200 
kohekohe on Moturua, Waewaetorea and Urupukapuka with more to come. 
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Weedbusters update by Barbara Parris 

The skinks are returning 

Without rats, the Bay of Islands shore skinks are returning to the islands. Here are a couple sunning themselves 

on the Okahu and Waewaetorea Islands’ foreshores. Part of the restoration plan for Project Island Song may 

very well include other native skinks and geckos. Photos: Roger Chignell.   

The inkweed patch between Ihumatea and Cable Bays, Urupukapuka, at the end of 2013. (On left) Stan, Marilyn, Barbara and    

Maggy standing in six—seven months inkweed growth  Photo: Jutta Meiforth, a Norwegian volunteer. 

Our group now has nine members, so we are able to clear weeds really really fast compared with last year. The patch of 
inkweed-apple of sodom-tobacco weed between Cable and Ihumatea Bays, Urupukapuka Island has been cleared again 
this season - it took half the number of people-hours to clear that it took last year and is covering less ground, so we are 
winning! The same combination of weeds has also been cleared from the grazed areas around Otehei Bay, also on 
Urupukapuka. No ripe apple of sodom fruits here, for two years. Currently we are working with our "beloved" ginger in 
its Otehei Bay homeland where it has spread into the scrub along the ridge slope on the north side of the bay, threatening 
native plant regeneration.  
 
The best recent weedbusting discovery was found under an old planted puriri (covered with fruit a couple of weeks ago) 
in Otehei Bay— a self-sown puriri seedling more than a half metre tall alongside some smaller puriri seedlings. These are 
a first for Urupukapuka and show the importance of the older plantings on the islands as a seed source. There are also 
small puriri seedlings in Mangahawea Bay, Moturua under real original puriri. 
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How You Can Help... 

Project Island Song—helping the islands of  Ipipiri sing again 

Project Island Song is a partnership between the Guardians of the Bay of Islands Incorporated (a voluntary      

community group), Rawhiti hapu Ngati Kuta and Patukeha, as kaitiaki, and the Department of Conservation 

(DOC).  

The aim of Project Island Song is to restore ecological balance to a group of islands in the Bay of Islands,  known 

as Ipipiri. For many years there has been growing concern about the decline in islands’ biodiversity. Now, there is 

an opportunity for people to restore them by combining  energies, talents and cultures.  

Project Island Song Partner Contacts: Guardians—Fleur Corbett chair@projectislandsong.co.nz; Hapu—Blandy    

Witehira blandyw@hotmail.com ; DOC—Adrian Walker awalker@doc.govt.nz  

Autumn 2014   Island Twitter  

 Join the Project island Song Weedbusters and deal to 

those weeds! Contact: Barbara Parris on               

barbara2parris@gmail.com 

 Project Island Song is now on Facebook so join up 

as a Friend and keep in touch. Go to: 

http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/groups/126

512724042513/  

 Get yourself onto the volunteer list and go out and 

enjoy the pest-free islands with a bit of not-so-heavy 

labour thrown in as well.                                     

Contact: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Learn more about the project by going on-line to 

www.projectislandsong.co.nz or sending an email to: 

info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Cut out the rat trap sponsorship form in this      

newsletter and get rid of rats on the mainland.                                                   

E-mail: adriana.rogowski@yahoo.co.nz 

 Join up—your membership of the Guardians of the 

Bay of Islands will help keep these islands pest-free. 

E-mail treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Get involved with events and exhibitions— send an 

e-mail to: info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Become a summertime roving volunteer, walking the   

islands and talking to visitors about the project.        

E-mail: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Give a tax deductible donation to the Guardians of 

the Bay of Islands Incorporated— you will be help-

ing to bring endangered birds back to the islands! 

Contact: treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 When you visit the islands of the eastern Bay of Is-

lands—STOP, CHECK (for pests) then GO ( & 

have fun!) 

Guardians of  the Bay Contacts 

Chair  Fleur Corbett     

  chair@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Treasurer Shirley Meloni     

  treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Volunteers Theresa Vujcich   

  volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Newsletter Helen Ough Dealy   

  newsletter@projectislandsong.co.nz 

Watch Out For  

26 April Cape Brett Challenge Race. 

10 May  Public planting at Tangatapu wetland 

16 May  Kids’ planting on Uruukapuka Island. 

18 May  Public planting on Urupukapuka Island 

Project Island Song is also protected by mainland pest   

control: Projects Strip and Points. John Booth (Eastern Bay 

of Islands Preservation Society) coordinates Te Tang o Te 

Ata, the pest control efforts of landowners, managers,  

community conservation groups, and government agencies 

along the eastern Bay of Islands resulting in improved    

natural biodiversity. Contact boothy3@yahoo.co.nz   

Te Tangi o Te Ata 
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Thank you for supporting these companies and organisations  
that support Project Island Song 

Autumn 2014   Island Twitter  

Kerikeri Shadehouse    

Volunteers 


