
 Projec� islan� son� 

 I  woke  up  slowly  but  then  suddenly  remembered  what  day  it  was.  It  was  project  island  song  day!  I 
 double checked my backpack and shook out the mouldy apples, sand, and cutlery. 

 Arriving  at  the  wharf  we  all  gathered  to  wait  for  the  boat.  While  we  waited  we  took  it  in  turns  to 
 brush o� our shoes and spray them, helped by the biosecurity team chase and sam. 

 Before the boat arrived I interviewed Cora. 



 Rose “what are you most excited to see today? 
 Cora “probably the wildlife” 
 Rose “nice. And do you have a favorite bird?” 
 Cora “no but i do really want to see the tieke 

 Next  we  got  on  the  boat.  When  we  were  on  the  boat  we  said  hi  to  the  boat's  driver,  Zaquaman.  We  then 
 got handed clipboards with di�erent birds and we could put a tally mark next to the birds we saw. 

 Soon  the  cool  boat  trip  was  over  and  we  were  at  the  island.  Zaquaman  got  a  special  metal  ramp  so  we 
 didn't  get  our  feet  wet.  Whilst  getting  o�.we  then  sat  down  and  had  morning  tea  while  Kirstie, 
 William,  and  Raewyn  told  us  more  about  the  island  and  what  we  were  going  to  do  that  day.  The  island 
 we were visiting that day was called moturoa and had been pest free for 15 years. 



 While we were eating I interviewed Maddie. 

 Rose “What bird are you most excited to see today?” 
 Maddie “ the whitehead probably.” 
 Rose “ Why are you most excited to see the whitehead?” 
 Maddie “because i’ve never seen it before.” 

 When  we  were  done  having  morning  tea  William  told  us  we  were  going  to  go  on  a  walk  through  the 
 native bush. 

 While  we  walked  we  kept  an  eye  out  for  birds.  We  saw  lots  of  common  birds  like  the  piwakawaka  and  the 
 tui,  but  we  also  saw  loads  of  kakarikis  and  tiekes.  We  saw  some  whiteheads.  We  even  saw  a  couple  of 
 toutouwai.  Soon  we  came  to  the  end  of  the  walk,  which  was  also  where  some  wetapunga  had  been 
 released  a  while  ago,  and  we  checked  the  little  bamboo  pieces  they  had  been  released  from  to  see  if  they 
 were there. While we walked back we looked for trees like manuka, kanuka, and kowhai. 



 When we got back it started raining but luckily Zaquaman was there with his boat so we could stay dry. 

 While we had lunch I interviewed William. 

 Rose “how long have you been doing this job?” 
 William “ I've done 6 years teaching but been in the program for about 15 years.” 
 Rose “Have you got a favorite animal on the island?” 
 William “I quite like the cheekiness of the tieke.” 
 Rose “what's your favorite part of this job?” 
 William “the excitement of people looking for birds.” 

 After that I interviewed ZaQuaman. 



 Rose “how long have you been doing this job?” 
 zaquaman “2 summers.” 
 Rose “what's your least favorite part of this job?” 
 zaquaman “fixing the boat” 
 Rose “what's your favorite part of this job?” 
 zaquaman “making people laugh” 

 After that I really quickly interviewed Luke. 

 Rose “what's your favorite bird you've seen today?” 
 Luke “the whitehead.” 

 Soon  the  rain  had  stopped  and  it  was  time  for  our  next  activity.  We  all  gathered  on  a  tarp  under  a  tree 
 and  Cursty  told  us  that  we  were  going  to  make  traps  to  catch  pests  like  mice  and  rats  that  eat  bird 
 eggs. 

 We  all  got  to  work  using  materials  from  flatpacks  the  man  shed  had  kindly  made  for  us.  When  we  were 
 done  we  wrote  our  names,  the  date,  and  project  island  song  on  them.  When  we  were  finished  we  did  a 
 treasure hunt to find the name of a native bird. 

 At  the  end  of  the  day  we  all  boarded  the  boat  once  again  and  headed  for  home.  Thank  you  Project 
 island song for an amazing day! 



 Thank  you  to  William,  Kirstie,  Raewyn  and  zaquaman  for  an  awesome  day,  it  was  unforgettable.  Thank 
 you also to Bes for arranging everything for our group and to the parents who came to help. 

 Thanks to William, zaquaman, cora, maddie and luke for agreeing to be interviewed. 

 And  a  big  shout  out  to  the  cool  sponsors  who  make  this  possible,  Joyce  Fisher  Charitable  Trust,  Kerikeri 
 Men’s  Shed,  murry  and  the  team  at  itm  bay  of  islands,  rodney  and  the  team  at  steel  and  tube  and 
 island getaway and our skipper zac. 

 B� R�s� Bowde�-Murrell� 
 Fo� mor� informatio� abou� thi� brillian� programm� g� t�: 
 h���://projectislandson�.c�.n�/ 


