Korora National Monitoring Programme
Citizen science gaining nationwide knowledge &
protecting colonies
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KORORA/LITTLE PENGUIN Annual Cycle

Karoré can be found on land at anytime of the year. Extended periods of time spent at sea ,are observed in
late summer and throughout autumn during their post-moult/pre-breeding phase. Breeding usually
commences in late spring/early winter, and timing can be flexible depending on food availability, Timing is
usually synchronised, with pairs laying eggs and raising chicks at similar times. Korord can replace failed
clutches (eggs/chicks don't survive) and also produce multiple clutches within a breeding season, which makes
them the most productive seabird in the world. Once a year they must replace all of their feathers at once,
during a catastrophic moult. They must remain on land for 2-3 weeks fasting and are not waterproof. The
moulting phase is the most vulnerable time of year for adults.
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broeding has also recently been recorded in some North Island colonies. WWW.NZPRILNZ

in Otago (and Australia) can also lay another clutch after successfully fledging chicks

Females can lay a second clutch if their first clutch fails (replacement clutch). Korora
(double-brooding). Occasionally a third clutch can be laid (triple-brooding). Double ‘ i E



KORORA/LITTLE PENGUIN Chick Development Annual Moult
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KORORA/LITTLE PENGUIN  Signs of Activity

Korora leave a number of signs to indicate that they are active in an area. Pathways of flattened vegetation
are often created throughout dunesfgrasses, where Korori have been walking. In sandy or seil- based
habitat, often there will be small tracks from their chest/abdomen rubbing amongst substrates. Guano {poa)
is one of the most obvious signs that they are present and it is very smelly. Guano can be found along their
pathway towards reaching their burrow/nest box, often under boulders or on top of rocks/stones, amongst
vegetation or on sand. The entrance of a burrow or nest box can have guano and is clear of vegetation and/or
cobwebs when it is in use. Flies are often outside, particularly when there is lots of activity and chicks are
present. Korora shed 1000's of feathers during their annual moult, that often spill out of the entrance.
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Footprint Tracks

Korora burrows amongst coastal vegetation/soil/dunes can be very fragile & caution
needs to be taken when walking, to prevent burrow trampling or collapse. Natural
burrows may need careful management to ensure the general public & dogs don't
cause damage or harm in the colony.
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Footprint Tracks

Korora footprint tracks can be observed alongdunes,baysandestuaries and can help us understand more

about colonies. Tracks are in a direct line, usuallyheading straight to sea or onto land- towards rocks,
vegetation or structures that provide cover. Sometimes they follow along waterways and tide lines. Korora are
small, with a narrow gait and will often utilise pathways/tracks to make their travel on land easier, They will
often follow the same pathway, unless something blocks their path. Despite their small size, they can climb
very well and live in burrows at high elevations or far inland. Korora come ashore after dusk & leave before
dawn. Throughout springfearly summer adults are travelling between land & sea often, to raise their chicks and
is the easiest time of year to find tracks in an area for the first time. Early morning surveys undertaken at low
tide/outgoing tide, during periods of fine weather are best for identifying tracks (before people, dog and
shorebirds are around).
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Defined Toes & Heels, Narrow Gait
Key Characteristics of Korord Footprints:

e Feetapproximately 5.5cm long

= Angle of all toes less than 75°

« Gajtis narrow with feet approximately 8.5cm apart & turned slightly inwards

» Distance between steps s approximately 11-12cm

« Toedrag lines present & sometimes also flipper and tummy drag lines

« Tracks form aretatively straight line often directly to/from the sea
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KORORA/ LITTLE PENGUIN Natural Burrows Artificial Burrows
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be made aware that Korora may be living in their backyard, garden, sheds or woodpiles. Nest boxe n be
placed to make safe breeding and moulting opportunities available but require careful design and placement
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KORORA/ LITTLE PENGUIN Nest Boxes Nest Box Placement

Mestboxes can provide additional nesting and moulting opportunities. With appropriate design and Korora nest boxes require some placement considerations: the box needs to be horizontal on flat ground or

placement, they can provide protection against predators, including dogs and also help mitigate habitat loss.  dug into a slope. A flat area or veranda in front of the entrance allows for socialising. It needs to be well

ally dunes, soil or shallow vegetation, whe 1 colla drained, shaded, near access paths facing t is y from creeks and landslides. Boxes
should be installed in areas not easily accessibl
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